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Hopeisalittleword that isvitally important
to humanbeings. It keepsusgoingwhenfacing
overwheming odds; it propsusup intimes of
sadness or tragedy; and it motivatesusto
perseverewhen nothing el sewill.

Theability to hopeissometimes dependent
on aperson’spersonality and experi ences.

L Peoplewho tend to be depressive, or who are
beaten down to the breaking point, seldom exhibit much hopein
themsalvesor thefuture. That’sthe condition of many homel esspeople
| meet hereat Poverello House.

L ongtime Poverello supportersand ol der volunteers might remem-
ber my mother-in-law, Jane Ma sbury, affectionately known around
hereas“MissJane.” For many years, Janewasin charge of our
kitchen. Shenot only cooked great meals, but shewaskind of an
adopted mom to many homel ess people who came hereto eat.

Lifehasbeenroughfor her lately, and because of that, life hasbeen
rough for my wife, Mary. Janelost her husband, Cal, afew yearsago,
and sincethen hasdeveloped that fearful disease, Alzheimer’s. Re-
cently, shefdl ontwo separate occas ons, resulting in many weeks of
careinthehospita and arehabilitation nursing facility.

Janeisavestige of that great migration of Oklahomanativesthat
John Steinbeck wrote about in The Grapes of Wrath. Thosefolks
weretoughened by poverty, hard work, and the necessity of leaving
everything they knew in order to find better lives. Shehasalwayshada
lot of spunk and perseverance, and you can till seeitin her.
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Cal and Jane never had muchintheway of
wea th, but they raised kidswho grew up to be
respons bleand compassionate. Mary and her
siblingshave been caring for Janefor severd
yearsnow, and it’san exhausting job.

Even though Jane has had more than her
shareof hardships, shewasblessedwitha
durable constitution and aclose-knit family. |
think that’ swhat separates her from so many of
thefragilehomelesspeoplel know. At first glance, her situation seems
kind of hopeless. However, she hasloving children who sacrificemuch
totakecareof her, andin spiteof al thedifficultiesshe' sfacedin her
life, sheremainscheerful. Sheadwaysseemsto haveatwinklein her
eyesand aready smile. Even now, after Alzheimer’shasrobbed her of
so much, sheremainsgentle and pleasant. Jane' sdispositionisthe
blessnginarough situation.

When Janeissditting at our dining table, eating agood meal witha
caringfamily, it'sironicthat just outside our wallson F Street, thingsare
very different. Homelesspeoplewander thealeysinsolitude, having
been cut off from family and friends by drug-induced behavior or mental
illness. Many of these peopledaily wak around without hope, impris-
oned by their cravingsor brain disorders, and often without afriend to
consolethem.

When | hear some peopletalk about how the homeless should just
“get off their duffsand gotowork,” | figurethat they haven’t known
many homelesspeople. They don't realizethat many of thehomeless
arephysicaly or psychologicaly incapable of fending for themsalves.
Likemy mother-in-law, they’ vereached the point wherethey can't
functionwithout help.

| guesswhat Mary, her sistersand her brothersdo for Jane,
Poverdlotriesto likewisedo for the hurting peoplewho use our
services. Wecan never replacealoving family; but wecantry to
provide aplace where hurting people can comefor respitefrom avery
cruel existenceonthestreets. Sometimesahot meal and somekind
wordsgive someonejust enough hopeto get through the day;
and sometimes, that little bit of hopeisenoughto start achain
reaction, ultimately leading aformerly hopelesspersontoa
new andinfinitely better life.




Lost and Found

For severd years, we periodicaly heard fromawomaninArizona
named Rita. Shewaslookingfor her brother, who washomelessdue
to mental illness. Shehad heard that he had been seeninthe Fresno
area.

Very dutifully, wewould take down theinformation, and then post
anoteon our bulletin board advising the brother, whose namewas
Robert, to call hissister. Wewould then search our mail list that we
keep for our homelessclients, in hopesof running acrosshisname, but
werenever abletofind theelusive Robert.

After several of thesecals, wehad given up on Ritaever finding
thebrother. From the description of hiscondition, wewere, quite
frankly, afraid that he might never befound or would end up dead. We
get many calsfrom desperate rel ativeswho want tolocateamissing
father, brother, son or sister who hasbeen lost to the streets; thereis
seldom ahappy ending tothe story.

Wehadn't heard from Ritainalongtime. Then, lastApril, we
received acheck and aletter from her. Theletter contained something
unexpected:

Dear Poverello Saff,

My whol ehearted thanks for keeping “ an eye out” for my lost
brother, Robert , Who was last seen some seven years ago
in the Fresno area. | had asked a few times over the yearsif you
had seen him. WlI, it happened in February. He contacted me
and was surprised and glad that someone was even looking for
him.

Another thing that Mike (McGarvin) might like to know is that
Robert’s attitude mirrored the feelings Mike mentioned in April’s
Poverello News. It was* asif you are surprising himby showing a
tiny little kindness...”

...Thank you for all you do.

Although we had thought this poor woman would never talk to her
brother again, shedidn’t giveup hope. Faithand perseveranceare
sustaining virtues, and Ritapossesses both in abundance.



Thiswasagreat example of someone hoping against hope, and
being rewarded intheend. Family memberswithloved onesonthe
streetsoften surrender theideaof thingsever being“ normal” again.
However, the agony of doubt and the unknownisneverthelesshardto
endure. Simply being ableto communicatewith that cherished person,
toknow that heisgtill divein spiteof being homeless, issomething
theserdlativestreasure. 1t'sonereason wedo al that we canto reunite
homel ess peoplewith loved oneswho are searching for them.

The Waterford Foundation Presents

Cramizr

HOM OPE

2009

Onceagain, wearegrateful that Granville Homesissponsoringits
fabulousfundraiser, Home of Hope. Buy aticket for $100, and you
will beentered in adrawing towin agrand prize of a2,016 squarefoot
Encore Home, built by GranvilleHomes! Inaddition, thereare many
other incredible prizes, such asatwo-passenger ride aboard Eagle One
(the Sheriff’sDepartment helicopter), aShaver Lake get-away, a
Whirlpool Energy Star Side-by-Siderefrigerator, and two eyelLasik
surgery from Eye-Q Vision Care, just to nameafew! All the proceeds
will benefit Centrd Valey charities, including Poverello House.

For the past two years, thisfundrai ser hasraised significant
amounts of money for Poverello Houseand other organizations. By
supporting Home of Hope, you' || be hel ping out the peoplewe serve,
andyou’ Il haveachancetowinabrand new home! To purchasea
ticket, or for moreinformation, call Poverello House at (559) 498-
6988, or go to our website at www.poverellohouse.org.




Thanks, Amici

TheAmici Ddl PoverdloGuildis
activefrom September through May of
each year. Weareblessed to havethis
wonderful group of peoplewho contrib-
ute endlesshoursto support Poverello
House. Every year, they raisethou-
sandsof dollarsfor our mission through
unique and crestivefundraisers, and
they provide specia eventsfor poor
children, families, and themeninour
Resident Program.

From Christmasand Easter parties,
to the Second Space Theater fundraiser
totheannua Elvisevent,
the Guildiscongtantly
keeping busy providing for
Poverdlloin someway.
Summer isatimewhen
they take abreak and rest
upfor thenextyear’'s
activities. If youare
interestedinjoiningthe
Guild, thisisagrest time
to do so, becausethey
begin their 2009-2010
activitiesin September.
Giveusacall at 498-6988
for moreinformation.

Top to bottom: Amici
Family Christmas Party
crafts, the Easter Bunny
drops in for the Easter party,
and Elvis sends Amici into
the summer with hip-
swiveling panache!




Summer of Giving

Usudly, summer isatough timefor Poverello House. Donations
tend togodown, andit’salong haul until Thanksgiving, whenthe
contributionsstart to pick up again. Becauseof this, we are excited that
the Fresno County Federal Credit Union (FCFCU) hasoffered an
innovativefundraiser for Poverdllo. FCFCU invitesyoutojointheir
Summer of Giving. The* Summer of Giving” program hasbeen
devel oped by Fresno County Credit Union asaway to give back to the
community during the Szzling season. Throughout the month of August,
for every member that convertsto e.Statements, FCFCU will donate
$1to Poverdlo House of Fresno. If you know someonewhoisa
member of Fresno County Federal Credit Union, encouragethemto
convert to e Statementsin August by going onlineat
www.FresnoCU.com.

Poverello Ponderings...

What man among you, if he hasahundred sheep and haslost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-ninein the open pasture, and go after
theonewhichislogt, until hefindsit?

—Luke15:4

But we had to be merry and rgjoice, for thisbrother of yourswas dead,
and hasbegunto live, and waslost and hasbeen found.
—Luke15:32

Wish List

Ground beef * Eggs * Corn flakes * Bacon
Men’s clothing * Disposable razors * Deodorant

Remember, we now take credit card donations. Please see
the enclosed envelope for instructions.

To donate online, visit our website at www.poverellohouse.org
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