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By now, Susan Boyle, aonce obscure
Scottish spinster, isahousehold name. 1t seems
asthough every punditinAmericahaswritten
about her amazing performance on the show,
“Britain'sGot Talent,” solI’mchiminginkind of
lateinthegame.

If you haven't seen Ms. Boyl€e' sperfor-
manceon TV or YouTube, here’swhat hap-
pened. Forty-sevenyearsold, never married,
andwithavery plain gppearance, Ms. Boylehad grownupinan
impoverishedvillage. Sheisafaithful Christian whotook care of her
elderly parentsuntil they passed away. Children and teenagerstor-
mented her because of her looks, both when shewasachild and asan
adult. However, shehasaglorioussinging voice, and using her im-
mensetalent, shefor many years performed in neighborhood churches
and at karaoke sessionsinlocal pubs.

Her opportunity to go onthisshow, aspin-off of American Idol,
seemed particularly ill-fated. Described by many as®frumpy,” this
unlikely candidate strode onto the stageto the cruel laughter of both the
judgesand audience. She seemed confident, but embarrassingly
awkward, and the judges smirked as she described her goal of one day
becoming aprofessiona singer. To say that they didn’t take her seri-
oudy isahuge understatement.

And then, she opened her mouth and sang.

A stunned panel of judgesgazed, shocked and unbelieving, asthe
voiceof anangel took command of thestage. Theaudience’'smockery
turned to wild adulation; Susan Boyles' magnificent contralto voicedid
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not match their preconceivedideasof her. Her choice of songs, “|
Dreamed aDream” from the Broadway musical, LesMisérables,
emotionally complimented her exquisiteartistry. Toasociety that
grosdy overvalues physica attractivenessand wrongly equatesit with
goodness, talent, and prestige, Ms. Boyle stood asarefreshing rebuke.

Jesussaidthat thelast shall befirst, and themeek shal inherit the
earth. Susan Boyle pretty muchinherited thecivilized, wired world that
night asher performance spread likewildfireonthelnternet.

The Susan Boyle phenomenon took me back to an experiencel
had in San Francisco many yearsago, which | described in my book,
Papa Mike. | washelping Brother Kurt minister at arest home. We
were holding achurch service, and it cametimeto passthe peace of
Christ. Thewomaninfront of meturned to clasp my hand, and | was
horrified at her appearance. Shehad, if not the samedisease, asmilar
oneto that of John Merrick, the so-called “ Elephant Man.” | had never
seen someone so grotesquely disfigured. Asl swallowed my revulsion
and looked up at her face, | wasstruck by thefact that she had the
most beautiful smilel had ever seen. Asshe passed the peace of
Christ, shedso radiated the peace of Christ. It’san experiencel’ ve
never forgotten.

Susan Boyleand thewoman in San Francisco arejust two ex-
amplesof why weasindividualsand weasacultureareawayswrong
inwriting someone off asflawed or defective. All of ushavedefects
and sins; some people are beautiful onthe outside, but bitter, nasty and
twisted ontheinside; otherslack physical beauty but have great soulsor
hidden giftsthat can blessuntold numbersof people.

Wedon't seealot of physical attractivenesson the streetshere at
the Pov; but if there'salessonin Susan Boyl€ sastonishing performance
and the show’ sdazzled judges, it’ sthat we cannot afford to dismiss
peopleasunworthy or useless. God seesthewhole person, and He
seesbeauty where, in our frailty and prejudice, weseenone. I’ ve
alwaysbelieved that Hewantsusto start viewing peoplewith Hisvision
of them. Our fallen human tendency istolabel thosewho
don’'t meet our culture’ sexacting standards asworthless, -
however, seeing someonethrough God'seyesalowsusto
be open to many surprises, aswell asmany blessingsthat
we otherwisewould have missed.



Returning the Favor

William had made many bad choicesin hislife. Anearly bad
decision had been to usedrugs. He became addicted, and hisdrug-
influenced thoughtsled himto further terriblejudgment in many in-
stances. One of those bad decisionswasallowing someoneto usehis
garagefor manufacturing meth; it cost himfour monthsinjail.

Whileserving histime, hefound out about the Poverello House
Resident Program, whichwas offered asan dternativeto serving his
entiresentenceinjail. Hewasaccepted into the program, but more or
lesswent through the motionsfor thefirst month here. Then, something
beganto change.

William had never beenin adrug program before, and maybe some
sustai ned sobriety began to help him changetheway hethought. He
began making good decisionsfor thefirst timeinyears. He opened
himsealf up to what the program had to teach him. Hebegan actually
participating in, instead of just “taking up space” at, N.A.andA.A.
mestings.

William graduated from the program amost ayear ago, about the
timethe economy took aturnfor theworse. After finishing, he got back
together with hiswife, but he couldn’t find work. However, instead of
gitting around thinking dark thoughtsand fegling sorry for himsdlf, he
decided to do something with hissparetime. He started volunteering at
Poverdlo.

“l doittogiveback,” hesaid recently. “Pov hel ped me—it gave
memy lifeback. 1t makesmefed better hel ping and giving back.
Being hereislikea(N.A.) meeting for me. | seethesepeople, and it
remindsmethat if | usedrugsagain, I’ll be ontheother sdeof that line.
| don’t want to end up there.”

William continuesto look for work inthewarehouse and forklift-
drivingfield, but while he'sunemployed, he comesevery week to help
at Poverello. Healso keepsin touch with about el ght men who went
through theprogramwith him, al of whom are continuing to gotoA.A.
or N.A. meetings. Every week, he showsup at oneof theA.A. meet-
ingsthat the Resident Program participants attend, mainly to encourage
them, but al so to reconnect with where he started hisnew journey of
sober living.



Lifeistough for addicts, both beforeand after achieving sobriety.
However, perseverance when timesare tough payshuge dividends,
whichWilliamisdiscovering. Heisadsofinding that part of staying sane
meansgetting out of himself and hel ping othersin whatever way hecan.
It'sagreat new way tolivethat he'slearning day by day.

Letter Carriers Help the Hungry

Last May, theAssociation of Letter Carriersagain held their
“Stamp Out Hunger” food drive, which locally benefited Poverello
House. They collected 55,000 pounds of nonperishablefood and
donated it to Poverello Houseto hel p the poor and homeless.

Volunteersworked in shiftsall weekend to unload and sort the
food collected. Weare so grateful tothe Association of Letter Carriers,
our volunteers, and al the peoplein the community who contributed to

thisfood drive sgreat success.

Above, left and right: The food arrives!
Below, left: A spill, easily taken care of
by dozens of volunteers.

Below, right: Hard-working volunteers
take a break to pose for pictures




Freedom Isn’t Free

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men,
undergo the fatigues of supporting it.

—Thomas Paine, The American Crisis, No. 4, September 11, 1777

Aswe approach another ndependence Day, thisquotation from
Founding Father Thomas Painereminds usthat the freedom we enjoy
asAmericansisan inheritance that can be squandered. Wewere born
intoit, and often wetakeit for granted, thinking that it will waysbe
there.

“Inheritance” isan apt metaphor. Take, for instance, the common
story of someonewho hasworked hisway out of poverty, amassed a
fortunethroughinnovation and discipline, and then bequeathed thefruit
of hislaborsto aprofligate son. Theson, ungrateful, and with asense
of entitlement, proceedsto waste hislegacy, thinking it will awaysbe
thereto cushion hisfall. At somepoint, however, hewakesup and
realizesthat that he hasfoolishly thrownaway al that wasearned by his
father’sefforts.

Freedom issomething that al so can disappear, seemingly overnight,
if not properly understood, appreciated, and guarded. Many would say
that our modern, consumer society has perhapsforgotten thistruth that
was so well understood by our Founders.

What istruefor society asawholeisoften also truefor individuals.
Many don't grasp that freedom also entail sresponsibility. When
popular culture beginsto foster narcissistic pleasure seeking asthe
highest good, peopleinthat cultureareaffected. They mistakenly
believethat the pursuit of happinessisnothing morethan embracing,
and being enveloped by, materia accumulation and sensual pleasure.
That’show drug habituation becomesahuge socia problem.

Most of themenin Poverello’sdrug program began using a cohol
or street drugsout of curiosity, or experimented to escapethe miseries
of poverty and abuse. Asthey grew more dependent on drugs, their
view of freedom changed radicaly. Freedom cameto mean unencum-
bered opportunitiesto get high, and anything that got in the way—job
responsbilities, relationships, laws—was;jettisoned. They continued on



thiscourse until something traumatic, such ashomelessnessor incar-
ceration, forced themtorethink their lives,

For those addictswho decidetofollow alife of abstinencefrom
drugs, themeaning of freedom again changesdramatically. They begin
to seethat freedom from chemical bondageisthe new central goal of
their lives, which requires, among other things, gratitude, hard work,
and never taking their new liberty for granted. Theday they stopusing
drugsbecomestheir own persond “ Independence Day,” whichthey
celebrate and revere much asAmericansdo July Fourth. They eventu-
ally discover that “ thefatigues of supporting” their newfound freedom
areasnothing compared with immenseinner peacethat sobriety
presentsto them. Itisthenthat they have embraced truefreedom.

Immediate Clothing Need

Sam Saunders, our Grounds Supervisor who alsoisin charge of
our clothing distribution, recently told usthat the men’sclothing roomis
the barest hehasever seenit. Normally, we have plenty of donations
comingin. However, whether it'sthe economy or acombination of
other unknown factorsaffecting giving, donationsof men’sclothing have
dropped to almost nothing.

If you have any extramen’sclotheslying around, the Poverello
staff and the homelessmen we servewould bereally appreciatea
contribution of pants, shirts, socks, underwear, or shoes. You can drop
off donations seven daysaweek. For moreinformation, pleasecall
(559) 498-6988.

Wish List

Men’s clothing
Disposable razors * Deodorant
8 1/2” x 11” Copy papet

Remember, we now take credit card donations. Please see
the enclosed envelope for instructions.

To donate online, visit our website at www.poverellohouse.org
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