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We celebrate Cinco de Mayo at Poverello
House with a Mexican meal, usually enchiladas
or tamales. We do it for the same reason we
honor other ethnic holidays, such as St. Patrick’s
Day or Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Basically,
we want everyone who comes here to feel
appreciated, and one way of doing that is to
recognize the unique contributions of people
from all kinds of backgrounds. Also, quite
frankly, I always like a good excuse to have a special meal, and the
hungry poor who eat here certainly don’t complain about that!

People of Hispanic descent make up the majority of the people
Poverello helps. This has always been the case, even back in the days
when I was serving sandwiches on the streets of Chinatown. Many are
homeless, and it’s probably safe to say that the majority are
farmworkers, just trying to get by. It’s also safe to say that many of the
farmworkers are here illegally. They
often stop in after work to eat, sometimes
arriving just before closing time after a
long, hard day of laboring in the fields.
They also use the Holy Cross Clinic,
because they don’t have means to get
medical or dental care elsewhere.

Illegal immigration is a hot-button
political issue, of course. People tend to
be very passionate about the topic.
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Poverello has refused to wade into politics for all of its existence,
and thus does not get involved with any issues surrounding illegal
immigration. Asayoung, idealist hippie, I sometimes would throw in a
political comment or two in the early years of the Poverello News, but
have since been persuaded that this isn’t a wise thing to do. WhatI
care about, and what Poverello House is all about ultimately, is helping
people who are in great need.

Our support in the community comes from folks who care about
the homeless. Those people are on both the left and the right side of the
political spectrum. To bog ourselves down with political stances would
take away our primary focus and alienate many of our friends. You
know how it is with certain subjects: for example, just try bringing up
politics at a party, and I guarantee that someone will leave mad.

The bottom line is that we don’t care what a volunteer’s political or
religious affiliations are; we just care that he wants to take time out of
his schedule to lend a hand to us. At any given time, the groups serving
food from our kitchen are probably made up variously of Democrats,
Republicans, Libertarians, and Green Party members. We also have
volunteers from every imaginable religious viewpoint. Presbyterians,
Jews, Baptists, Sikhs, Catholics, Mormons, Muslims and Adventists (to
name a few) join together at Poverello for one purpose: to serve the
poor and hungry. In an age of bitter division, it’s really an amazing and
wonderful phenomenon.

So, getting back to the many illegal immigrants who use Poverello’s
services, we take the same approach as we do with everyone else who
comes here. We’re in the business of serving the destitute. If you’re
eating here, you could be an undocumented worker, a parolee, a
prostitute, an addict, or even a wealthy man who wants to investigate
our services for himself before he decides to donate (it’s happened).
We really don’t care who you are, where you came from, or what
secrets you harbor, and we won’t ask you any questions before we let
you enjoy your meal. What you will get is a nutritious breakfast, lunch
and dinner, some smiles, and other important services that might help
you make it through the day. The good Lord doesn’t
make distinctions when it comes to His unconditional love
for people, so therefore, neither should we. That’s what
Poverello House is all about.



Join Poverello House for the 4™ Annual
OPERATION BROWN BAG

Over the last four years this community has generously participated
in Operation Brown Bag. Because the need is so great this year,
Poverello House’s “OPERATION BROWN BAG EVENT” will
continue as it was last year, where instead of providing YOU with a
brown bag lunch we are asking YOU to make a monetary donation
which will provide hot meals to feed the hungry. During the entire
month of JUNE all monies received from this fundraiser will go toward
providing hot meals in lieu of a brown bag lunch to our generous
donors.

IMAGINE THIS! Poverello House can provide a hot meal for as
little as seventy-one cents! YOU can help feed seven people for as little
as $5.00.

Poverello House began as the vision of one man—founder Mike
McGarvin. In 1973, “Papa Mike”—as he is affectionately known—
distributed peanut butter and jelly sandwiches from the trunk of his car
to the poor and homeless in Fresno’s Chinatown and on the Westside.
With the assistance of a supportive community, Mike’s compassionate
work grew into a facility that encompasses an entire city block in
downtown Fresno, offering myriad basic human services, including
meals, medical/dental care, showers, clothing, laundry and other social
services. Operation Brown Bag Event is a simple reminder of how far
we have journeyed in our mission to serve the poor.

YOU can make a difference by donating today.

O $5.00—Seven (People) for Five (Dollars): “I’d love to feed
seven people with my donation.”

O $50.00—1’m Making a Difference: Feed 70 people today at
Poverello House.

O $100.00—Angel of the Morning: “I’d like to host everyone
for Breakfast.”















